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BRIEF MENTION. 
A series of lectures before the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, has been 
published under the title ' Races and Peo- 
ples ' by Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, Professor of 
Archaeology in the University of Pennsylvania. 
This work presents an interesting survey of 
the chief results, " the latest and most accurate 
researches," of the science of ethnology in an 
attractive dress that is well suited to the com- 
prehension of the layman and is especially 
suggestive to the student of modern languages. 
After giving us a chapter each on the physical 
and psychical elements of ethnography, the 
writer proceeds to discuss the beginnings and 
subdivisions of races, at the head of which he 
places the Eurafrican stock in its South and 
North Mediterranean branches. It is especially 
this part of the book, covering lectures iv, v, 
that ought to be read by every student of 
European speech. He will find given here in 
broad outlines the evidence behind which the 
ethnologist entrenches himself in overthrow- 
ing the supposed Asiatic origin of the Aryans, 
"whose ancestral tribe must have lived in 
geograpical surroundings not to be found in 
the Aryan districts of Asia " (which held only 
a small minority of Aryans) while in Europe 
they had their abode from the remotest his- 
toric times. The author sets forth how, more 
than half a century ago and two decades be- 
fore Dr. Latham advanced this theory, the 
eminent Belgian naturalist, d'Omaliusd'Hal- 
i.oy, " lost no opportunity in showing that the 
ancestors of the modern Europeans belonged 
originally to the continent they now inhabit," 
and expresses his belief that the debate on 
this subject " is so nearly terminated that the 
conclusion may be accepted that the Aryac 
peoples orignated in Western Europe and 
migrated easterly." The probable prot- Aryac 
migrations are sketched, and the fact noted 
that recent archaeological researches into the 
geological condition of the Caucasus, show that 
these mountains were covered with glaciers, 
and that "no vestige of human occupation 
previous to the neolithic period has been found 
in this alleged cradleofthe human race." The 
last chapter of the book discusses some im- 
portant ethnographic problems ; such as, ac- 
climation, the mingling of white and black 



races, influence of civilization on savages, 
extinction of races, etc. A notice of the work, 
particularly of the ideas advanced on the sub- 
jects just mentioned, may be found in the 
Monist, vol. i, pp. 131-33. (New York : N. D. 
C. Hodges ; pp. 8, 313). 

The Clarendon Press, Oxford, has sent 
out a clear and succinct statement of the 
chief characteristics of the Finnish language, 
under the title : ' Finnish Grammar,' by C. N. 
E. Eliot, M. A., Fellow of Trinity College, 
Oxford. This small octavo volume consists 
of an Introduction of forty-seven pages, the 
Grammar proper of 229 pages, and selections 
from the literature covering fifty pages. In 
the preface the author states as his object in 
writing the book : 

" To give a simple and clear account of the 
Finnish language, chiefly of that form of it 
which is now recognized as the ordinary vehi- 
cle of literary composition. . ." 

The Introduction gives an interesting survey 
of the present condition of Finno-Ugrian 
studies, discusses the place held by Finnish 
in this stock of languages, its literary develop- 
ment, and the recent investigations regarding 
it as compared with the Lappish, Esthonian, 
etc. The author maintains that Finnish, 
though belonging to the agglutinative type of 
speech, represents a close approximation to 
the Aryan model ; the declensions are similar 
to those of Latin and Greek ; the imitation 
of German models has produced a sentence 
taxis which often rivals in difficulty that of the 
ancient Greek, and while it is the most diffi- 
cult language spoken in Europe (except the 
Basque) its territory is being enlarged at the 
expense of the Russian and Swedish. In this 
connection it may be remarked that the stu- 
dent of phonetics will find striking examples 
of vowel harmony and consonantal adapta- 
! tion in the author's observations on pronunci- 
ation. Some of these however are character- 
ized by that lack ofdefiniteness, from a practi- 
cal point of view, which is so often fatal to the 
usefulness of general descriptions of the sounds 
of a language. Witness, for example, "6 
is like the French eu," "the length of a 
vowel has nothing to do with the accent," 
etc. — The selections from Finnish literature 
as given at the end of the volume consist of 
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the Gospel of St. John, i, 1-14 ; The ' Kale- 
vala ' xvi, 151 ff. (Vaimoinen's journey to the 
place of the dead) ; xxx vi, 319-346; xl, 113 ff. 
(Invention of the Harp), and a Finnish popular 
song. In the arrangement of these selections 
the original text is given on the page to the 
left with English translation facing it, while 
lexicographical, grammatical and other notes 
are put at the bottom of the page in small type. 
The whole treatise is simple in the distribu- 
tion of its material and attractive in typo- 
graphical appearance. 

E. G. Braunholtz, Ph. D., University 
Lecturer at Camdridge (England), has 
brought out in the "Pitt Press Series" (pp. 
xi, 84) an abridgment of his edition of Mo- 
liere's " Precieuses ridicules " recently pre- 
pared for the Syndics of the University Press. 
The notes, even in this reduced form, are still 
much fuller than in Andrew Lang's corre- 
sponding edition in the " Clarendon Press 
Series." A similar abridgment has also 
appeared of the same editor's " Plaideurs." 
— In the " Preciueses ridicules " one of the 
notes, (p. 19 1. 21) calls for modification. 
The passage in question reads : et si Von 
ignore ces choses, je ne donnerais pas un 
clou de tout V esprit qu'on peut avoir. Dr. 
Braunholtz explains: "Donnerais seems 
to be against the rules on the sequence of 
tenses. In fact we have here a mixture of 
two constructions such as ' je ne donne pas un 
clou de tout l'esprit qu'on peut avoir ' and 
quand merne on aurait beaucoup d'esprit, je 
n' en donnerois pas un clou." But here the 
tense of peut is in reality a logical sequence to 
ignore (not to donnerois), and the fully ex- 
panded sentence would run somewhat as 
follows: "Si Ton ignore ces choses, tout 
l'esprit qu'on peut avoir ne compte pour rien ; 
et je n'en donnerais pas un clou, mfimesije 
voulais etre g£neYeux." 

' Longmans ' French Course : Complete 
edition, with copious exercises and vocabu- 
laries, by T. H. Bertenshaw, B. A., B. Mus., 
Assistant-Master in the City of London School 
(London and New York, 1890. 52 mo, pp. 
208), is another of the regulation school-gram- 
mars of which England is so prolific. Its 
merit consists chiefly in the sprightliness and 
pertinence of the French and English sen- 



tences given for practice. On p. 104, jecrois 
gu'oui has on odd sound, as has also the 
statement on p. 174 (intended for teachers): 
"The final syllable is always accented in 
in French, and frequently that syllable is 
strengthened, especially when it represents (as 
in recev-oir, Lat. recipSre) an originally short 
vowel. " 

C. H. Parry, M. A., Assistant Master at 
Chesterhouse, has recently edited two French 
works for school use: 'Swiss Travel, being 
chapters from Dumas ' Impressions de Voy- 
age ' (London and New York : Longmans, 
1890. i6mo, pp. viii, 254), and ' French Pas- 
sages for Unseen Translation ' (London : 
Rivingtons, 1890. i2mo, pp. 180). The latter 
is a " Higher Course," by way of sequel to the 
previous collection of extracts under the same 
title. 



PERSONAL. 

Drs. Wilhelm Bernhardt and Camille 
Fontaine have established the following 
series of public lectures at the High School, 
Washington, D. C. Dr. Bernhardt : March 
4, Gothe's lyrische und epische Gedichte ; 
March 18, " Gotz von Berlichingen " ; " Eg- 
mont," "Torquato Tasso" and "Iphigeniaauf 
Tauris"; April 2, "Faust"; April 15, Goethe's 
Romar.e und Novellen. — Dr. Fontaine : Feb. 
25, Voltaire, Fontenelle et Piron ; March 11, 
Moliere, 1' Academic et le Theatre francais ; 
March 25, New York et Paris ; April 8, Napo- 
leon. Prof. Fontaine has given also two 
lectures before the Columbian University, of 
Washington : 1, Les MiseVables ; 2, Monsieur 
Thiers, Gambetta et la R^publique francais. 
In the course on the drama, before this univer- 
sity, we note further "The French Drama — 
Classic and Romantic " by Prof. L. D. Lodge; 
" Lessing as a Dramatist," by Prof. H. Schon- 
feld ; "A Shakespearian Study — King Lear," 
by Prof. S. M. Shute ; "The Origin of the 
Drama in England " and " Causes of the De- 
velopment of the Drama in Queen Elizabeth's 
Times," by President James C. Welling. 

Dr. Milton Haight Turk has been elected 
Adjunct Professor (in charge) of Rhetoric and 
the English Language and Literature in 
Hobart College, Geneva, New York. Profes- 
sor Turk was graduated from Columbia 
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